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F O R G E N U I N E A G R A R I A N R E F O R M 

The Commission on Human Rights issues this advisory in the wal^e of various 
media reports and complaints filed against Speaker Prospero Nograles together 
with the officers of the House of Representatives for the forcible dispersals of 
groups camped out at the gates of Congress calling for the extension of the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law with genuine reforms. 

Peoples' Organizations, Human Rights NGOs and Fanners Groups including the 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP), the Katipunan ng mga Samahang 
Magbubukid sa Timog Katagalugan (Kasama-TK), Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang 
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya), Amihan National Federation of Women, 
National Network of Agrarian Reform Advocates - Youth, Crispin B. Beltran 
Resource Center, Unorka, Partnership for Agrarian Reform and Rural Development 
Services, Mindanao Farmers Development Center, Peace Foundation, Kababaihan 
ng Pilipinas Philippine Alliance of Human Rights Advocates and 23 other Provincial 
Farmers Federations, have asked the Commission on Human Rights to join the 
appeal for Congress to listen to their pleas for a genuine agrarian reform to take 
place. Many human rights organizations have backed the farmers' cause and 
reiterated the call for extension with reforms. 

Genuine Agrarian Reform 
The Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines has been unanimous in 
backing the demands of the farmers. Rightly, a genuine agrarian reform program 
will not only benefit the agricultural sector but also lend greater food security for the 
country. Agrarian Reform is a tool to attain social justice in this country. 
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Rcpuhlika ng Pilipnun 

Komisyon ng Karapatang Pantao ng Pilipinas 
(Commission on Hiifuan Rights of the Phihppines) 

HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISORY 
CHR A2012-007 

CALL ING FOR AN OPEN AND TRANSPARENT PROCESS 
IN THE APPOINTMENT OF THE PHILIPPINE 

REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ASEAN 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION ON HUMAN 

RIGHTS 
(AICHR) 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s , as t h e n a t i o n a l h u m a n r i g h t s 
i n s t i t u t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y , t a k e s e v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y t o a d v o c a t e f o r t r a n s p a r e n c y 
a n d a c c o u n t a b i l i t y i n g o v e r n a n c e p r o c e s s e s , i n c l u d i n g i n t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f 
g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s . A t r a n s p a r e n t a n d o p e n s e l e c t i o n a n d a p p o i n t m e n t 
p r o c e s s i s a h a l l m a r k o f a h u m a n r i g h t s b a s e d a p p r o a c h t o g o v e r n a n c e t h a t 
s h o u l d b e a p p l i e d t o p u b l i c s e r v a n t s , s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w i t h p o l i c y d e t e r m i n i n g 
f u n c t i o n s a n d i n h u m a n r i g h t s i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

T h e A S E A N I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s 
( A I C H R ) i s a s u b - r e g i o n a l h u m a n r i g h t s m e c h a n i s m i n A S E A N t h a t t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e G o v e r n m e n t i s a p a r t o f T h e T e r m s o f R e f e r e n c e o f t h e A I C H R 
p r o v i d e s f o r t h e P h i l i p p i n e G o v e r n m e n t t o a p p o i n t a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e w h o s h a l l 
b e a c c o u n t a b l e t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t . 

A s p r o v i d e d i n t h e T O R , t h e " R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s e r v e s a t e r m o f t h r e e 
y e a r s a n d m a y b e c o n s e c u t i v e l y r e - a p p o i n t e d f o r o n l y o n e m o r e t e r m . " 
F u r t h e r , " M e m b e r S t a t e s s h o u l d c o n s u l t , i f r e q u i r e d b y t h e i r i n t e r n a l p r o c e s s e s , 
w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e s t a k e h o l d e r s i n t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f t h e i r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o t h e 
A I C H R . " 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n n o t e s t h a t t h e t e r m o f o f f i c e o f t h e first P h i l i p p i n e 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o A I C H R e n d e d i n O c t o b e r 2 0 1 2 . T h e C o m m i s s i o n , o n c e 
a g a i n t a k e s t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e m i n d t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s t a n d a r d s i n g o v e r n a n c e p r a c t i c e s f o l l o w i n g h u m a n r i g h t s p r i n c i p l e s a n d 
n o r m s . I n t h i s l i g h t , t h e C o m m i s s i o n c a l l s o n t h e P h i l i p p i n e G o v e r n m e n t 
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t h r o u g h t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f F o r e i g n A f f a i r s t o a d o p t a n o p e n a n d t r a n s p a r e n t 
p r o c e s s , c o n t a i n i n g a m o n g o t h e r s t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

1 . T h e a n n o u n c e m e n t o f t h e v a c a n c y a n d t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s o f t h e 
a p p o i n t m e n t i n m e d i a o f w i d e c i r c u l a t i o n ; 

2 . P a r t i c i p a t i o n o f k e y s t a k e h o l d e r s i n t h e s e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s , e .g . , c i v i l 
s o c i e t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s , h u m a n r i g h t s N G O s ; a n d 

3 . P o t e n t i a l c a n d i d a t e s from a w i d e r a n g e o f s o c i e t a l g r o u p s . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n i s w e l l a w a r e o f t h e i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f t h e 
c u r r e n t P h i l i p p i n e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o t h e A I C H R i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
h u m a n r i g h t s a g e n d a i n t h e A S E A N . I t a c k n o w l e d g e s a n d w e l c o m e s t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f a r e - a p p o i n t m e n t f o r a n o t h e r t e r m . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n t h e r e f o r e u r g e s t h e D F A t o s t a r t d e s i g n i n g t h i s o p e n 
a n d t r a n s p a r e n t p r o c e s s w h i c h s h a l l b e p u t i n p l a c e i n t h e s u c c e e d i n g y e a r s . 

I s s u e d t h i s 1 9 * d a y o f D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 2 a t Q u e z o n C i t y , P h i l i p p i n e s . 

L O R E T T A ANN P. ROSALES 
C h a i r p e r s o n 
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